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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
3rd Sunday in Advent  December 17, 2023 

  

HOW DOES A WEARY WORLD REJOICE? 
 

Awe 

The birds could spend their lives 

on telephone wires, 

feet under them, 

sure and steady. 

Or they could open their wings, 

leave the ground, 

and let the wind carry them home. 

I want to be like the birds. 

I want an open heart, 

open arms, 

open eyes. 

Give me a sky view, 

for I do not want to miss a thing. 

                          Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed/ A Sanctified Art LLC/Sanctifiedarts.org 
WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE            Chorale Prelude on Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen Johannes Brahms 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Our God can part the sea. 
God can bring water from a rock, 

and provide bread in the desert. 

Our God can walk on water. 
He can heal the sick, 

and turn water into wine. 

Our God sets the stars in the sky. 
God hears our voice when we cry, 

and is closer than our own breath. 

There is nothing our God cannot do. 
Let us stand in awe. Let us worship God with wonder. 

 

*CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY 

How does a weary world practice joy? 
By dancing, and throwing birthday 

parties. 

By hanging Christmas lights, and holding 

sleepy babies. By singing loudly, and 

looking for good news. 
By telling the story of Jesus, and 

showing up for our community. 

There are a million ways to practice joy. 

So today we light the candle of joy as a 

reminder and a charge. 
With God’s help, may we bring joy 

into a weary world. Amen. 

 



*SONG OF PRAISE Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn  Hymnal, No. 107 

  

*CONFESSION AND PARDON  Vince Leseney 
Holy God, 

Somewhere in our childhood we face pressure to outgrow awe. 

We turn into adults who obsess over data and facts. 

We praise those who have answers, 

and assume that wonder is an answerless game. 

Forgive us for closing that door to you. 

Remind us that the kingdom of God belongs to children. 

Teach us the ways of awe and wonder, 

so that like Zechariah, 

when we find ourselves speechless, 

our first words will be words of praise. 

With hearts open wide, we pray, amen.  

(Time of silent reflection) 

 

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 
We are forgiven. 

We are loved. 

We belong to God. Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   Gloria (refrain only) Hymnal, No. 113 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION            Charlotte Lovett 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING         Tim Thiessen 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 499 

Psalm 126  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM      Light of Joy     
 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 832 

Luke 1:57-66 

The Word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE We Allow Ourselves to be Amazed Tracy L. Evans 

  

*SONG OF FAITH Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming Hymnal, No. 129 

 

 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

We believe in a God who knows our names, 
who counts the hairs on our heads, 

and carries the dreams in our hearts. 

We believe that God’s fingerprints are all over creation, 
and that God is forever speaking to us in a million different ways. 

We believe that awe and wonder, 

goosebumps and laughter, 

telling stories and paying attention, 

are all ways that we can say thank you 

to our creating, sustaining, and loving God. 
Therefore we commit ourselves to moving through this world 

with eyes wide open, 

with porous hearts, 

and grateful spirits. 

 

We commit ourselves to living lives of awe, wonder, and gratitude, 
trusting that these things will forever draw us deeper into God’s loving 

arms. 

We believe. 
We stand in awe. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY          

 

*DOXOLOGY Creator of the Stars of Night (Verse 3) Hymnal, No. 84 

At your great name, O Jesus, now 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow 

all things on earth with one accord, 

like those in heaven, shall call you Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

*SENDING SONG Isn’t It Amazing? Bulletin p. 7 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE Freu dich Sehr Gerald Near 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  

 

 

 



We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the pastor or a 

member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by checking the appro-

priate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this church is a step made by 

profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church letter. 
  
Lectionary Readings for December 24: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38. 
  
The Food & Shelter items of the month for December canned soup and crackers. Please place 

your donations in the box by the church information table.    
  
Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head usher.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  


