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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
1st Sunday of Christmas  December 31, 2023 

  

HOW DOES A WEARY WORLD REJOICE? 
Muscle Memory 

When the world falls apart around me, 

when the rug is pulled, 

and the house is on fire, 

when all I can do 

is swallow the cry in my throat, 

take me to the table. 

Tell me how people have fed each other. 

Tell me how they’ve torn the bread 

with wrinkled hands 

and children’s hands. 

Tell me how they’ve said, This love is for you, 

as they looked you in the eye. 

Then take me to the font. 

Float my hands in the pool. 

Let me feel weightless. 

Tell me to leave my burdens there. 

Then take me to the front doors. 

Remind me how we throw them open. 

Take me to the creaky pews, 

pews that have held the straightened spines 

and silent prayers of so many. 

Take me to church. 

Move me through the rituals. 

Tell me why it matters, 

so that next time, 

when someone else’s world falls apart, 

I will have the muscle memory to share.    

            Prayer by Rev. Sarah Speed/ A Sanctified Art LLC/Sanctifiedarts.org 

 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE  Voluntary Leon Boellmann  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Every year we celebrate Christmas. 
Every month we break bread. 

Every week we gather for worship. 
Every day we count our blessings. 

Every minute God is near. 
Yes, every minute God is near. 

These are the rituals of our faith. 
Let us worship Holy God. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE Once in Royal David’s City Hymnal, No. 140 

 

 

 

 

  



*CONFESSION AND PARDON  Vince Leseney 

So let us embrace this holy tradition together. Let us pray: 
God of rhythms, we confess: 

our faith would not be what it is without rituals. 

Unlike you, we depend on bread and water. 

We have to return to this space again and again 

to hear old, familiar stories. 

For if we stopped, 

we know it would not take long before we lost our way. 

Forgive us for our fragility, and thank you for giving us 

ordinary rituals and rhythms to hold onto. 

With grateful and humble hearts we pray, 

amen.  

(Time of silent reflection) 

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   Gloria (refrain only) Hymnal, No. 113 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                    Larry Upton 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 605 

Isaiah 63:7-9  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 833 

Luke 2:21-38 

The Word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE We Root Ourselves in Ritual Tracy L. Evans 

  

*SONG OF FAITH Still, Still, Still  Hymnal, No. 124  

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM OF MILES WALLACE FORTHMAN 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,  



suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living an the dead.  

 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
THE BAPTISM 
 
PRAYER AND WELCOME 

 

SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY          

 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God. From Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal, No. 606 

     

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

*SENDING SONG Go, Tell It on the Mountain Hymnal, No. 136 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

  

 

*POSTLUDE Sonata in B minor, K. 87 Domenico Scarlatti 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Statement of Faith for this First Sunday of Christmas 

 

We believe that faith is a journey 

marked by rituals and rhythms. 

We come to worship. 

We confess our sins. 

We pass the peace. 

We offer grace. 

We hear the Word. 

We baptize children. 

We break the bread. 

And we tell the story 

of a loving God. 

And through these sacred rituals, 

we are reminded: 

we are not alone. 

God is near, 

and we have work to do. 

May this belief 

shape the rhythm of our lives. 

Amen. 
  

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the pastor or a 

member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by checking the appro-

priate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this church is a step made by 

profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church letter. 
  
Lectionary Readings for January 7: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11. 
  
The Food & Shelter item of the month for January is peanut butter. Please place your donations 

in the box by the church information table.    
  
Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head usher.   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  


