
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
5th Sunday of Easter April 28, 2024 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

Loving God, you are the vine and we are your branches. 

Our life flows from you. 

Our very being is yours. 

By your Spirit in us, we root ourselves deeply in your presence, 

and receive your Word. 

Bless us that your grace may flow through us, 

that we may bear the fruits of your Spirit. 

We pray in the name of Christ, in the Presence of Christ, as the Body of Christ. Amen. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Prelude on Shaker Song  Wilbur Held  

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney  

      

In the wilderness, water brings life. 
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water. 

In the Word of God, the good news gives light. 
Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 

In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior 

nourishes everyone. 
Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 

Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 

Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness.   

 

*SONG OF PRAISE God of the Sparrow Hymnal, No. 22 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 
God of mercy, 

we confess that we have not borne the fruit 

of the Spirit.  

We have not loved others as you have loved us. 

We have denied the promises of baptism 

and cut ourselves off from you. 

Forgive us, restore us, 

that we may abide in your love 

and live out your mercy, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray. Amen. 

(Time of silent reflection) 

 

Believe the promise given to you:  

in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.   

 



*THE PEACE 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
  And also with you.  

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory To God Hymnal, No. 582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 World without end, without end. Amen (x3) 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING         Larry Upton 

 
SCRIPTURE READING         

I John 4:7-12, 19-21 Page No. 991 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM                 Psalm 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

   those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 

   May your hearts live for ever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

   and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations 

   shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

   and he rules over the nations. 
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

   and I shall live for him. 
Posterity will serve him; 

   future generations will be told about the Lord, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

   saying that he has done it. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

John 15:1-8 Page No. 878 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM 

 

MESSAGE Roots, Vines and Branches  Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH For the Fruit of All Creation Hymnal, No. 36 



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          Col. 1:15–20 
New life in Christ takes shape in a community  

in which people know  

that God loves and accepts them  

in spite of what they are.  

They therefore accept themselves  

and love others,  

knowing that no one has any ground  

on which to stand,  

except God’s grace.  

Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.22 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response: … God, who makes us one, hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                  Hymnal, p. 35 

Please pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the language and wording most familiar to you. 

 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  

 

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow       Hymnal, No. 609 

  

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

   Alleluia, alleluia! 

   Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

   Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

*DEDICATION PRAYER 

 
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Hymnal, No. 526 

 

*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE Toccata on Lobe den Herren  Gordon Young  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

   

Lectionary Readings for April 28: Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for April are juice & handheld can openers. 

Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.    

  

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.   
  

 Envelope Fundraiser! 

We are raising money to assist our children and youth in attending camps and confer-

ences. You'll find envelopes decorated by our Kids' Club in the hallway off the sanctu-

ary. You can take one or more envelopes; the idea is to give the amount that is on the 

envelope. Giving more is also an option!   

 
Samuel McCann will be hosting a Bible study in the library on the letters of Paul in the 

New Testament. While paying attention to Paul's historical context we will try to pursue 

what his contribution to Scripture means for how we understand the Gospel for our life 

today. We will begin May 14 at 6 pm in the library and will not meet the 3rd Tuesday of 

the month so session members are free to join.  





 

 



 

 

 


