Memorial Presbyterian Church

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Baptism of the Lord January 12, 2025

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Holy God,
you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners,
to see and save the lost.

May we, who have been baptized in his name,

never turn away from the world,
but reach out in love to rescue the wayward;

by the mercy of Christ out Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney
God of majesty and might, God of cloud and ocean:
you rain down blessing upon us.
Fountain of Life, Womb of the World,
you birth us in love and glory.
Christ our sibling, living Cup of Salvation::
you heal us, you wash us clean, you quench the thirst of our souls.
Holy Spirit, River of Grace, tears of God’s Joy and Sorrow:
you flow in our veins, you pour out into the world—
new life for all Creation! Alleluia!

*SONG OF PRAISE Shall We Gather at the River Hymnal, No. 375

*CONFESSION AND PARDON
God, you call us to beloved community
with you and with each
other.
But we exclude and reject those we deem different.
You claim us as beloved,
but we turn against each other in anger and hate.
You liberate us and lead us in Christ’s path of peace,
but we build walls and invest in guns
and dismiss peace as impractical and unrealistic.
Redeeming God, forgive our worldly ways.
Call us and claim us once
again for the work of building your beloved community. Amen.
(Time of silent reflection)

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.
Thanks be to God.



*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory To God Hymnal, No. 582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And fo the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And fo the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

World without end, without end. Amen (x3)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING Julie Forthman

SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 43:1-7 Page No. 585
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splen-
dor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord,
over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebao-
non.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilder-
ness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in
his temple all say, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king for-
ever.
May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with
peacel!

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 Page No. 834
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE The Water Will Hold You Tracy L. Evans

*SONG OF FAITH Take Me to the Water Hymnal, No. 480



SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
To Ruling Elder: Will Ferris, Karen Girdner, Samuel McCann
To Deacon: Linda Eckel

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE | Cor. 12:4-7, 27
There are varieties of gifts,
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God,
but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through each person in a unique way,
but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit
to be used for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ,
and individually members of it.

STATEMENT ON ORDINATION

*PROFESSION OF FAITH
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirite
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS
PRAYER OF INSTALLATION

DECLARATION OF INSTALLATION

WELCOME AND CHARGE TO THE NEWLY INSTALLED



SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer
in the language and wording most familiar to you.

THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  Hymnal, No. 609

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluial

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluial

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

*DEDICATION PRAYER
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG Baptized in Water Hymnal, No. 482
*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE

*Please rise in body or spirit.

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the

pastor or a member of the session. You may also indicate interest in membership by
checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet. Membership in this
church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church

letter.

Lectionary Readings for January 19: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11;

John 2:1-11.

The Food & Shelter items of the month for January are sandwich crackers and granola

bars. Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.
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Take Me to the Water
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Baptized in Water
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