Memorial Presbyterian Church
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

7th Sunday of Easter May 17, 2026

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP

God of seekers and dreamers,

speak to us now

as we wait for your promised word.

Protect your people, we pray.

The road ahead may be long,

but fill us with determination and courage.
Teach us to be your body with faith and love,
that we might serve one another

as companions on the way,

through Jesus the Christ. Amen.

PRELUDE Prelude in D Major Domenico Scarlatti
BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP Nick Lindley

We gather in this place

some empty, some filled, some whole, some broken:
yearning for the Holy Spirit to fill us.

We come, with these ordinary people, who have shown us the way:
trusting that God will continue to illumine our hearts.

We surround the Table of grace, so we might be fed by the Bread of life:
that with grace, we may serve others;
that healed, we may bring hope to the world.

*SONG OF PRAISE Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks Hymnal, No. 240

*CONFESSION AND PARDON
God of glory: we are so busy watching the skies for signs of your presence
that we forget to look around to see those we can serve in your name.
We are so intent on finding just the right way to tell off someone,
that we forget the words of reconciliation you have taught to us.
We are so convinced we can figure out your schedule
that we forget to open ourselves
to the presence of your Spirit within us.
Mighty source of our lives, forgive us for all that we have done to others.
Fill us with the wisdom to resist evil in our lives
and strengthen us in that faith which is given to us
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
(Time for silent reflection)

Beloved, do not be surprised. Our God is gracious to all, restoring us to new life.
This is the good news which is for us, and for everyone we will meet in the
days to come. Thanks be to God. We are forgiven.



*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(LBO) Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with each other.

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God Hymnal, No. 582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

World without end, without end. Amen (x3)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

MOMENT FOR MISSION Trudy Beard
PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

SCRIPTURE READING Page No. 986
| Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 21:1-7
In your strength the king rejoices, O Lord,
and in your help how greatly he exults!
You have given him his heart’s desire
and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah
For you meet him with rich blessings;
you set a crown of fine gold on his head.
He asked you for life; you gave it to him—
length of days forever and ever.
His glory is great through your help;
splendor and majesty you bestow on him.
You bestow on him blessings forever;
you make him glad with the joy of your presence.
For the king frusts in the Lord,
and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not be moved.

ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision Carlton Young
SCRIPTURE READING
John 17:1-11 Page No. 879

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE That They May Be One Tracy L. Evans



*SONG OF FAITH Why Should | feel Discouraged? Hymnal, No. 661

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
New life in Christ takes shape in a community
in which people know
that God loves and accepts them
in spite of what they are.
They therefore accept themselves
and love others,
knowing that no one has any ground
on which to stand,
except God’s grace.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.22

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
LORD'S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer
in the language and wording most familiar to you.

THE OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY Give Thanks Hymnal, No. 647

Give thanks with a grateful heart;

Give thanks to the Holy One;

Give thanks because we're given

Jesus Christ, the Son. (repeat)

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”;

Let the poor say, “We are rich

because of what the Lord has done for us!” (repeat)

Give thanks. Give thanks.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG How Firm a Foundation Hymnal, No. 463
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE Fugue in D Major J.S.Bach
*Please rise in body or spirit.

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the pastor or a mem-
ber of the session. Membership in this church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of
faith or transfer of church letter.

Lectionary Readings for May 17: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11.

The Food & Shelter items for May are socks and deodorant. Please place your donations in the box
by the coffee and snacks.



