
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
7th Sunday after Pentecost July 11, 2021 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

Almighty God, we thank you 

for planting in us the seed of your Word. 

By your Holy Spirit, 

help us to receive it with joy, 

and live according to it, 

that we may grow in faith and hope and love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 We worship God with song and dance, 
  singing God’s praise and shouting for joy. 

 We worship God with silence and sighs, 
  grieving for loss and longing for comfort. 

 We worship God with prayers and hands, 
  praying for healing and working for peace. 

 Let us create a sabbath space 
  and worship the God who gives us life. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE God of Great and God of Small  Hymnal, No. 19 
  

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

  We know that you call your people to lives of service and works of justice. 
   Forgive us, O Lord, when we keep our lives  

   just loud enough to drown out your call. 

   Forgive us, O Lord, when we keep our days  

   just busy enough to convince ourselves  

   that we have a righteous excuse.  

 We know that you work for the healing of all that is broken in the world. 
   Heal us, O Lord, of our blindness by your grace. 

  Forgive us, O Lord, and free us to try again. 

 (Time of silent reflection) 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  Thanks be to God.  
 
*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 



 
*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father Hymnal, No. 581 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING       
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Ephesians 1:3-14 Page No. 949 

 The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM                   Psalm 85:8-13 

 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his  peo-

ple, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
  Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory  

  may dwell in our land. 

 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss  each 

other. 
  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will  

  look down from the sky. 

 The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
  Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps. 

       

SCRIPTURE READING 

Mark 6:14-29 Page No. 817 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  

 

MESSAGE Greatly Perplexed Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH        Healer of Our Every Ill                 Hymnal, No. 795 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 The life, death, resurrection,  

 and promised coming of Jesus Christ  

 has set the pattern for the church’s mission.  

 His human life involves the church  

 in the common life of all people.  

 His service to men and women  

 commits the church  

 to work for every form of human well-being.  

 His suffering makes the church sensitive  

 to all human suffering  

 so that it sees the face of Christ  

 in the faces of persons in every kind of need.  

 His crucifixion discloses to the church  

 God’s judgment on the inhumanity  

 that marks human relations,  

 and the awful consequences  

 of the church’s own complicity in injustice.  

 In the power of the risen Christ  



 and the hope of his coming,  

 the church sees the promise 

 of God’s renewal of human life in society  

 and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

 The church follows this pattern  

 in the form of its life  

 and in the method of its action.  

 So to live and serve  

 is to confess Christ as Lord.  

 Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response:… By your Spirit, O God, transform our lives  

The Lord’s Prayer      Hymnal, p. 35 

                

THE OFFERING 

The offering plates are in the narthex. 

 You are invited to make an offering as you depart today. 

     
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG       For All the Saints                   Hymnal, No. 326                                                        

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

*POSTLUDE   

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

 

Lectionary Readings for July 18: Semicontinuous: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a and Psalm 89:20-37; 

Complementary Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56. 

 

We are truly grateful for you joining us today, in person or via live streaming. This is new 

for us all, and we thank you for your patience with this new way. We will be adapting 

and changing in the next weeks as we work together to worship with devotion and 

safety protocols. If you have comments or suggestions, please let the pastor or a wor-

ship committee member know.  

  

Food & Shelter items are being collected in the box outside the office.  

 

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er. 

  







 



 


