SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
8th Sunday after Pentecost

July 18, 2021

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Eternal God,
Author of our life
and End of our pilgrimage:
Guide us by your Word and Spirit
amid all perils and temptations,
that we may not wander from your way,
nor stumble in the darkness;
but may finish our course in safety,
and come to our eternal rest in you;
through the grace and merit
of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me

Mark Sedio

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come as you are to worship the Lord.
Let us bring our songs, our prayers, and our worries.
For the Lord is our shepherd, and we shall not want.
The Lord is our redeemer, and we shall be free.
Let us create a sabbath space
and worship the God who gives us life.
*SONG OF PRAISE

Come, Great God of All the Ages

*CONFESSION AND PARDON
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
We love you, O Lord, with our prayers and our songs.
Forgive us when we do not love you with our actions.
You have called us to tend your sheep:
to care for your people around the world,
to share what we have, and to reflect your love.
Forgive us, O Lord, when our love for you is shallow,
when our love for our neighbors is empty,
and when our love for ourselves is hard to find.
Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short,
and by your forgiveness, free us to try again.
(Time of silent reflection)
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.

Hymnal, No. 309

*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
*SONG OF RESPONSE

Glory Be to the Father

Hymnal, No. 581

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING
SCRIPTURE READING
2 Samuel 7:1-14a
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSIVE PSALM
Psalm 89:20-37
I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;
my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.
The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.
I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.
My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn
shall be exalted.
I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’
I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.
Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him, and my covenant with him will
stand firm.
I will establish his line forever, and his throne as long as the heavens endure.
If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my ordinances,
if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments,
then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with scourges;
but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, or be false to my faithfulness.
I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David.
His line shall continue forever, and his throne endure before me like the sun.
It shall be established forever like the moon, an enduring witness in the
skies.” Selah
SCRIPTURE READING
Ephesians 2:11-22
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE
*SONG OF FAITH
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The Household of God

Samuel McCann

For all the Faithful Women

Hymnal, No. 324

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The life, death, resurrection,
and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission.
His human life involves the church
in the common life of all people.
His service to men and women
commits the church
to work for every form of human well-being.
His suffering makes the church sensitive
to all human suffering
so that it sees the face of Christ
in the faces of persons in every kind of need.
His crucifixion discloses to the church
God’s judgment on the inhumanity
that marks human relations,
and the awful consequences
of the church’s own complicity in injustice.
In the power of the risen Christ
and the hope of his coming,
the church sees the promise
of God’s renewal of human life in society
and of God’s victory over all wrong.
The church follows this pattern
in the form of its life
and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve
is to confess Christ as Lord.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
Response:… By your Spirit, O God, transform our lives
The Lord’s Prayer
Hymnal, p. 35
THE OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex.
You are invited to make an offering as you depart today; those who are worshiping
with us on-line will find information on giving on the church website,
www.memorialpres.org .
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Hymnal, No. 306

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
*Please rise in body or spirit.

Mark Hayes

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the
pastor or a member of the session. You may also indicate interest in membership by
checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet. Membership in this
church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church
letter.
Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head usher.
Lectionary Readings for July 25: Semicontinuous: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 and Psalm 14; Complementary: 2 Kings 4:42-44 and Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21.

We are truly grateful for you joining us today, in person or via live streaming. This is new
for us all, and we thank you for your patience with this new way. We will be adapting
and changing as we work together to worship with devotion and safety protocols. If
you have comments or suggestions, please let the pastor or a worship committee
member know.
We are saying "goodbye" to our wonderful organist/pianist/Kid's Club Choir Director
Emily Rudquist. Emily has accepted a Post-Graduate Fellowship at the New School for
Music Study in Kingston, New Jersey. Her last Sunday will be July 25th. While we are
very sorry to have her leave us, we certainly wish her the best.
MISSION AND EVANGELISM: We are happy to be back worshiping in person! This gives
us the opportunity to again collect food and clothing to provide these necessary resources to members of our community.
Clothing: The First Baptist Church has notified us that they need the following items. As
you know, they serve the clients of Food and Shelter, and others. If you can donate
any of these items, please leave them by the Food collection box outside Tracy’s office: Men's shorts, men's shoes, especially athletic shoes, men's jeans waist sizes 30-36.
Food: Please leave any non-perishable items in the food box.
Thank you for your support of our mission endeavors during our (too long) time away
from our church home.

