
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
14th Sunday after Pentecost August 29, 2021 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

O God, author and giver of all good things, 

plant in our hearts the love of your name; 

increase in us true religion; 

nourish us with all goodness; 

and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Sweet Hour of Prayer William Bradbury 

David Marvel, Organist 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney 

We gather to worship in the presence of God, 
 as if we stood on God’s holy hill. 

We gather to worship as children of God, 
 as if we were standing in the waters of grace. 

We gather to worship the living God, 
 for God is here among us.  

 

*SONG OF PRAISE For the Beauty of the Earth Hymnal, No. 14 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
 You tell us, O Lord, who may abide in your presence, 

 who may dwell on your holy hill: 

 those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,  

 and who speak the truth from their heart. 

 And yet, O Lord, we do not walk blamelessly. 

 So often we stumble on the path of faith.  

 The truth makes us nervous,  

 and we pretend not to know what is right. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 Convict us by your wisdom,  

 cleanse us by your grace,  

 challenge us by your presence, 

 and, by your forgiveness, free us to try again. 

  (Time of silent reflection)  

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  Thanks be to God.  

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 



*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father Hymnal, No. 581 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING       Jessica Farris 
   

SCRIPTURE READING   
Psalm 1:1-3        Page No. 424 

  The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God.  

   

SCRIPTURE READING 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:15 Page No. 967 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

MESSAGE The Power of Story  Rev. Dr. Rick Baggett 

 

*SONG OF FAITH     All Who Love and Serve Your City        Hymnal, No. 351 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   Based on Romans 8 
 We believe there is no condemnation  

 for those who are in Christ Jesus; 

 for we know that all things work together for good  

 for those who love God, 

 who are called according to God’s purpose.  

 We are convinced that neither death, nor life,  

 nor angels, nor rulers, 

 nor things present, nor things to come,  

 nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

 nor anything else in all creation, 

 will be able to separate us from the love of God  

 in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

  
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response:…  God of abundant grace, hear our prayer.  

The Lord’s Prayer      Hymnal, p. 35 

    

THE OFFERING 

The offering plates are in the narthex. 

 You are invited to make an offering as you depart today; those who are worshiping 

with us on-line will find information on giving on the church website, 

www.memorialpres.org . 

     
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates             Hymnal, No. 93                         

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

      

http://www.memorialpres.org


*POSTLUDE Faith of our Fathers Henri Hemy 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

 

Lectionary Readings for September 5: Semicontinuous: Proverbs 22:1-2; 8-9, 22-23 and 

Psalm 125; Complementary: Isaiah 35:4-7a and Psalm 146; James 2”1-10 (11-13) 14-17, 

Mark 7:24-37. 

 

We are truly grateful for you joining us today, in person or via live streaming. This is new 

for us all, and we thank you for your patience with this new way. We will be adapting 

and changing as we work together to worship with devotion and safety protocols. If 

you have comments or suggestions, please let the pastor or a worship committee 

member know.  
  

Food & Shelter items are being collected in the box outside the office.  

 

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  







 


