
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Celebrating Epiphany  January 1, 2023 

 

We keep seeking 
 

God of all generations, 

though signs and seasons change, 

your promise is faithful 

and your word will never pass away.  

Give us courage and strength 

as we watch and wait 

for Jesus Christ, our redeemer, 

who is coming in glory to reign. Amen 

 

GATHERING     Silent Night, Holy Night     arr. Carol Tornquist 

“The Golden Pilgrimage" by Carmelle Beaugelin  | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  



 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE Infant Holy, Infant Lowly arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers... 

 Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers... 

 Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers... 

 Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear 

 into this space. 
  God is here. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE Good Christian Friends Rejoice Hymnal, No. 132 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON               Vince Leseney 
 God of starlight, 

 we know that faith isn’t a vending machine. 

 Good news can’t be bought or manufactured. 

 It does not arrive with a push of a button. 

 Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst. 

 We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did. 

 We have to believe that love really can change the world. 

 We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights. 

 Forgive us for forgetting that. 

 Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts. 

 We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single 

 day. 

 Amen.  

 (Time of silent reflection) 

 

*THE PEACE 

 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   Gloria (refrain only) Hymnal, No. 113 

       Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING        Lucy Lanning 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 832 

Luke 1: 46-55  

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        Page No. 831 

Luke 1:39-45; 56-58 

The Word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 



MESSAGE We Keep Seeking Tracy L. Evans 

  

*SONG OF FAITH Always Seeking Bulletin, page 6 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
  We believe that faith is active, 

  found on long walks, 

  and in long talks, 

  in future days, 

  and down memory lane. 

  We believe that those who seek 

  will find, although it may not be what they expected. 

  We believe that God finds us first. 

  We believe that God drops breadcrumbs along our way 

  in the shape of people, 

  invitations, 

  and even starlight. 

  We believe that being a seeker— 

  of God, of justice, of community— 

  is a holy thing. 

  So we strive to live with an open spirit, 

  with soft hearts, 

  and with room to grow. 

  May it be so. 

  This we believe. Amen. 

 

SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 

The Lord’s Prayer                 Hymnal, p. 35 

 

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY        I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day          arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

*DOXOLOGY Doxology (Verse 4) Hymnal, No. 143 

All creation join in praising 

God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising 

to the eternal Three in One: 

come and worship, come and worship,  

worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

*SENDING SONG Go Tell it                                 Hymnal, No. 136 

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

 from generation to generation,  

 we have been claimed and loved.  

 From generation to generation,  

 God has been by our side.  

 From generation to generation,  

 we are not alone.  



 The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow  

 knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth,  

 saying, “Go be the person you are called to be,  

 love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

 May it be so. Amen.  

 

*POSTLUDE Joy to the World             arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

  

 Lectionary Readings for January 8 : Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 

3:13-17. 

  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for December are winter hats, gloves, and warm 
blankets. Please place your donations in the box by the church information ta-

ble. Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head 

usher.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 





 



 


