
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Baptism of the Lord January 8, 2023 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

Holy God, 

you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners, 

to seek and save the lost. 

May we, who have been baptized in his name, 

never turn away from the world, 

but reach out in love to rescue the wayward; 

by the mercy of Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Prelude in A Major                       Gregory Owens 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney 

 We know that the voice of the Lord is powerful. 
 We know that the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 

 We believe that the servant of the Lord will not break a bruised reed. 
 We believe that the servant of the Lord will not quench a dim flame. 

 Both these things are true: 
 Our God’s righteousness is a mighty stream, 

 And our Savior is like a lamb. 
 Through the Holy Spirit, we hold space for all aspects of God. 

 Today we worship an unknowable God, who loves us and calls us by 

 name, who came to meet us in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE           God is Here                               Hymnal, No. 409 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise…. 

 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
Creator God,  

in our baptisms, you marked us with your love,  

inviting us into covenant with you.  

As we grow older, you reveal more and more of yourself to us.  

We see and experience the brokenness of the world;  

we know that we are called to embody your love.  

But the task sometimes feels too big.  

It’s easier to ignore the pain of others.  

It’s easier to choose blindness.  

Forgive us for forgetting our baptism,  

for forgetting that our lives are meant for something bigger.  

(Time of silent reflection)  

 



     Even when we fail, even when we are not perfect, God still 

     claims us. God still calls us by name. God still places God’s Spirit 

     upon us. 
 We are known and loved and forgiven. Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father Hymnal, No. 581 

 

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING                  Nick Lindley    
  

SCRIPTURE READING   
 Isaiah 42:1-9                                                                         Page No. 584 

  The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM         Psalm 29 

 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and 

 strength. 
  Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy  

  splendor. 

 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders,  the Lord, 

over mighty waters. 
  The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of  

  majesty. 

 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of  Leb-

anon. 
  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the  

  wilderness of Kadesh. 

 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare;  and 

in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
  The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as  

  king forever. 

 May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people  with 

peace! 
 
ANTHEM   Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Matthew 3:13-17 Page No. 784  

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  

 



SERMON The Beginning of Discipleship Tracy L. Evans 

 

*SONG OF FAITH     Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart       Hymnal, No. 688 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               Philemon 2:5-11  
  God’s sovereign love is a mystery  

  beyond the reach of the human mind.  

  Human thought ascribes to God  

  superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  

  But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ  

  by showing power in the form of a servant,  

  wisdom in the folly of the cross,  

  and goodness in receiving  

  sinful men and women.  

  The power of God’s love in Christ  

  to transform the world  

  discloses that the Redeemer  

  is the Lord and Creator  

  who made all things  

  to serve the purpose of God’s love.  

  Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.15  

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 Response… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

                

THE OFFERING 

 OFFERTORY   

 

*DOXOLOGY         Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        Hymnal, No. 606 

 

*DEDICATION PRAYER 

 
SEALING THE WORD—CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORDS’ PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer                            Hymnal, p. 35 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 Therefore we praise you, joining the song 

 of the universal church and the heavenly choir:  
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest.   

 

 



 Great is the mystery of faith: 
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 The gifts of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.  

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

 COMMUNION MUSIC 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING SONG Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud       Hymnal, No. 11    

 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

      

*POSTLUDE Toccata  Gordon Young 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the 

pastor or a member of the session.  You may also indicate interest in membership by 

checking the appropriate column in the ritual of friendship booklet.  Membership in this 

church is a step made by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church 

letter. 

   

Lectionary Readings for January 15: Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; 

John 1:29-42  

 

The Food & Shelter items of the month for January are canned fruits and veggies. 
Please place your donations in the box by the church information table. Hearing-

assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head usher.     

  

    

Hearing-assistance devices and large print hymnals are available from the head ush-

er.    
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  





 



 


