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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

Gracious God, 

you have given us Christ as our light, 

and given us as light for the world. 

As Jesus opened the eyes of the blind, 

open our eyes so that we might see; 

and open our hearts so that we might truly serve you 

and set free those who sit in prisons of darkness. 

God, come to us, speak to us, heal us, and make us your servants. 

We pray in the name and the Spirit of Christ. Amen. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Meditation on St. Columba  M. Searle Wright  

 

BRINGING THE LIGHT 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Vince Leseney 

 Scripture is full of questions... 
  Where are you? 

 Am I my brother’s keeper? 
  Whom shall I send? 

 Who do you say that I am? 
  Who sinned? 

 How many times shall I forgive? 
  If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 Scripture is full of questions, 

 so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our full curiosity and  wonder into 

 this space. 
  Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 

 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE We Come With Questions Bulletin p.7  
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

 Who here has sinned? 
  We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people  

  in need. We make false assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in  

  need of forgiveness. 

 Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold  grudges, or 

 keep score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When 

 you lose your way, God comes running. 
  Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

 
  Have you sinned? 

 I have sinned. I put my head in the sand. I ignore people in need. I make  false 

 assumptions and fail to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness. 
  Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold  

  grudges, or keep score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you  

  sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God comes running. 

 Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.  

 



*THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God                              Hymnal, No. 582 

  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

  And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

  And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

  

  World with-out end, with-out end. Amen (x3) 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 
  

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING          Larry Upton 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 

Ephesians 5:8-14 Page No. 951 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.     

 
RESPONSIVE PSALM           Psalm 23 (paraphrased) 

 Gentle Shepherd, 

             you have freed me from my desires. 
             All that I need is at hand. 

 You rest me. 
             In the green pasture of your grace I lie down. 

             I surrender all. 

 You lead me beside clear, deep waters. 

             You are my dawn, my spring, my birth. 

 You are my path. 
             I follow you, and the way is good. 

             You walk before me, and within me. 

 Even when the way is dark and impassable— 

             the canyons of death— 

 your Presence is my path, 

             and a way through, 
             and I am not afraid. 

 You make of this life a feast for me, 

             and everything a gift, 
             and even my enemies companions. 

 You have marked me with your joy; 
             I cannot contain your blessing. 

             What I receive and what I give are beyond me. 

 You’ve given me to goodness; 

             you’ve married me to mercy for the rest of my life. 

 Each moment is my own house; 

             and you are my dwelling, my home, 
             forever. 
 
ANTHEM        Like A Shepherd 



 SCRIPTURE READING 
John 9:1-41 Page No. 871 

The Word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God.  
MESSAGE Who Sinned? Tracy L. Evans 
 
*SONG OF FAITH       My Shepherd Will Supply My Need               Hymnal, p. 803 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 We believe in a merciful God, 
 a God who does not keep score, 

 a God who wants good for us. 

 We believe in a creative God, 
 a God who would heal with mud, 

 a God capable of seeing what we cannot. 

 We believe in a saving God, 
 a God who heals, 

 a God who greets our questions with patience, 

 a God who sends us out with hope in our step. 

 What wondrous love is this. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

LORD’S PRAYER                       Hymnal, page 35 
 
THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  
 
*DOXOLOGY God of All Living                     Hymnal, No. 713 vs 4 

   God of all living, God of all loving, 

   God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun, 

   Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 

   Using us gently and making us one. 
   
*DEDICATION PRAYER 
 

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*SENDING SONG Longing for Light We Wait in Darkness Hymnal, No. 314 
 
*TAKING LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 
 
*BLESSING AND CHARGE  

 As you leave this place, 

 may God bless you with seeking. 

 Seek out the hungry. 

 Seek the weary. 

 Seek the good in every person you pass. 

 Seek out the hopeful. 

 Seek the faithful. 

 Seek God in each of us. 

 As you seek and as you wonder, 

 may you find what you are looking for. 

 In the name of our loving God, 

 who is always seeking us, 

 go now in peace. Amen. 



 

*POSTLUDE Passacaglia in G Minor  Gordon Young  

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
  
Lectionary Readings for March : Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
  

The Food & Shelter items of the month for March are crackers and peanut butter. 
Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.  
 

 Insight 
by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
Inspired by John 9: 8-41 
Silk painting with digital drawing and collage 
 
In seven verses, the gospel writer tells us that a man born blind is 
given sight. But after that, the narrator devotes thirty-three verses to 
the details of disagreement that swell after the healing takes place. I 
used to find this second part of the story tedious and exhausting. In a 
world with constant conflict, I’m tired of listening to endless bickering. 
 
However, this second half of the story makes me realize that this 
encounter is hardly about physical healing or literal blindness. It’s 
about how harmful theology can prevent us from seeing people—truly 
seeing them. It’s about how our narrow imagination can harden into 
accusation and blame. It’s about how we can be threatened by new ideas or shifts in 
someone’s identity. It’s about 
how our doctrine can lead to exile. Ultimately, it’s a story about our resistance to 
change. Can this be a cautionary 
tale for us? 
 
In this image, hands expressing denial and exclusion press in on the man. In the back-
ground, I wrote a barrage of 
questions I imagine emerging from the crowd: Why did God heal you? What did you do 
to cause this? Who sinned? 
Alongside those questions, I wove in contemporary statements I’ve heard spoken in 
situations when we think a 
tidy rationale will comfort us: Everything happens for a reason. God only gives you as 
much as you can handle. 
Pray harder. 
 
I wonder what this story would look like had better questions been asked. What if his 
neighbors had instead asked 
the blind man, “How do you feel?” What if the man had asked the crowd, “What are 
you afraid of?” What if the 
Pharisees had asked one another, “What if it’s time to change?” 
 
Surrounded by remnants of narrow vision, the man has new insight. He looks beyond 
the words, beyond the crowd, 
beyond the accusations driving him out of town. Can we seek understanding without 
denigrating or objectifying 
humans in the process? 
 
—Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 


