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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
2nd Sunday in Lent

TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD
If God Lived Next Door
If God lived next door,
I'd drop off a loaf of bread.
I'd use my mom’s best recipe.
I'd wrap it in parchment and ribbon
and place it on the front stoop.
If God lived next door,
I'd leave a note with my phone number.
Call anytime you need anything!
I'm always happy to help!
If God lived next door,
I'd keep sugar on the shelf,
justin case she needed a cup.
I'd put a picnic table in the front yard
and begin taking my coffee there.
Whenever God passed by with their gaggle of rescue dogs,
| could say, Want to sit for a momente Want to rest your legs?
I'd keep a jar of dog freats and water by the mailbox
and change my doormat to one that says:
All are welcome here.
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I'd invite God over for dinner.

She’d bring bread and juice.

I'd host a block party,

so that everyone could meet her.

I'd start a community garden

so that the kids could run between rows of squash and tomatoes
while we adulfs put our hands in the dirt.

We'd share stories while we weeded,

and eat harvest meals at the end of the season.

If God lived next door,

I'd want to build something beautiful.

Then again,

who says she doesn’te

Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

PRELUDE Prelude, Op. 18 C. Franck
BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP Nick Lindley
Tell me something good!
God loves you more than you could imagine.
Tell me something good!
God loves all of creation more than you could imagine.
Tell me something good!
God'’s love meets us in this service of worship. We are not alone.
This is good news indeed!
Let us worship our compassionate God.

*SONG OF PRAISE The Glory of These Forty Days Hymnal, No. 166

*CONFESSION AND PARDON
Let us pray:
Merciful God,
did we see you hungry and give you something to eat?
Did we see you thirsty and give you something to drink?
Did we see you alone and offer you compassion?
Or did we cross the street?
Did we avert our eyes?
Did we come up with every excuse in the book?
God, we long to be people who love our neighbors
with the same overwhelming love that you have for them.
But we must admit, we have a long way to go.
Forgive us for the times when we let bias, scarcity, or fear
get in the way of love. Wash us clean and give us the courage to try
again.
With hope for a better tomorrow we pray, amen.
(Time for silent reflection)

Faith family,
even when we act with judgment,
even when we are guided by fear,
even when we turn our back on a neighbor in need,
God does not turn God's back on us.
So join me in this good-news declaration:
We are seen.



We are forgiven.

We are invited to try again.

Thanks be to God for this unending love.
*THE PEACE

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE  Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,

forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 25:35-40
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Create in Me a Clean Heart

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 7:36-50
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Great Love for God and Neighbor
*SONG OF FAITH | Come With My Devotion

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
| believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
It sounds like welcome
and feels like home.
It sounds like laughter
and feels like mercy.
It sounds like love
and feels like a seat at the table,
so | believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
| have seen it alive in the world.
And even when my heart aches,
even when wars rage,
even when mercy feels out of reach,
| remember the one who
welcomed the children
and led with nonviolence.
| remember the one who
cared for the vulnerable
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and inspired those around him.

| remember that the good news really is good news,
for I have seen it alive in the world.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY Give Thanks Hymnal, No. 647
Give thanks with a grateful heart;
give thanks to the Holy One; )
give thanks because we're given Jesus Christ, the Son. (Repeat)

And now let the weak say, "We are strong";
let the poor say, "We are rich
because of what the Lord has done for us!" (Repeat)

Give thanks. Give thanks.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SEALING THE WORD—CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND LORDS’ PRAYER
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

...Joining in this unending song:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the one that comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

...Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Hymnal, No. 182
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE Prelude in E Minor, BWV 941 J.S.Bach

*Please rise in body or spirit.



| Come With My Devotion

ANGEL'S STORY 7.6.7.6 D ("0 Jesus | Have Promised”)

Words: Anna Strickland (2025)

Music: Arthur H.

Mann (1881)
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LL Cool J by Nicolette Faison
Inspired by Luke 7:36-50, 12”"x24” Acrylic, marker, paper collage on canvas

Ladies love Cool Jesus. For real. Women absolutely loved Jesus, and the woman with
the alabaster

jaris a great example of that. Who else shows up to an event unannounced with ex-
pensive oils

to not only anoint someone’s feet but to then offer their tears and use their hair to
wipe the

feet clean?2 | don't think people comprehend the drama within that part of the story.
This was an act of love, admiration, and prophecy. To me, this interpretation of the sto-
ry gives the woman the attention she deserves.

When | thought about the theme, Tell Me Something Good, | realized | had spent
much of my year guest preaching at classic church buildings with stained glass win-
dows which told the parishioners the good news of Jesus. It felt most appropriate to
bring the concept of stained glass into my art. Instead of the maximalist collage ap-
proach that | often use, | chose to let the paint tell the story. The color choice is both
bright and vibrant yet softer than other pieces. | selected the yellow purposely to con-
trast the purple hair. In an attempt to clearly separate the blue sky glass from the rest
of the piece, | layered patterns with a red/pink color scale to make the art pop, em-
phasizing the distinct glass shapes one could find on a church window.

Several aspects of the piece are deconstructed, such as the woman's head and the
foot of Jesus, both detached from bodies. | intentionally emphasize these elements to
not distract us from the core of the story. The woman was intimately entwined with the
feet of Jesus, her hair entangled with his leg. She released tears that would nourish his
toes as the rich oil replenished his skin. To be cared for, to be seen, to be loved, that is
something good.

—~Rev. Nicolette Faison
Look
In the artwork, notice how deconstructed details are entwined together.

What parts of the image draw your attention the most?



