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Memorial Presbyterian Church
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Easter Sunday April 5, 2026

WHEN WE'RE RUNNNG OUT OF HOPE, GOD IS AT WORK

Birdsong
Every morning the sun rises,
majestic and steady.
She is greeted
in all her strength
with the joyous cacophony of birdsong.
| like to believe



this holy chorus

is the birds telling each other—
I'm here.

We made it through the night.
You're not alone.

What good, good news.

| think the resurrection is a bit like that.
God is here.

We made it through the night.
We are not alone.

What good, good news.

Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed
| A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

PRELUDE Resurrection Prelude J. Behnke
BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP
On Friday, we thought the good news had been silenced.
On Friday, we thought the good news had taken its last breath.
On Friday, we thought the good news had been buried.
But today, we know the good news is alive and well.
The good news is dancing!
The good news is on the loose!
The good news is out in the world, calling your name!
Alleluvia! Even death has lost its sting.
Let us worship our good-news Christ.

*SONG OF PRAISE Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Hymnal, No. 232

*CONFESSION AND PARDON
Gracious God,
we want to be Easter people.
We want to shout your good news from the rooftop.
We want to follow the disciples, who ran to look for you.
We want to follow the angels, who said, “Be not afraid,”
but we are afraid.
And we don’t know where to look.
And we are worried we'll say the wrong thing.
So forgive us, for we are imperfect Easter people.
We are best intentions and best laid plans.
We are an out-of-tune chorus of “alleluias.”
We are on our way, but we are not there yet.
Show us how to embody your good news in this world.
Show us how to be your Easter people.
With hope for tomorrow, we pray, amen.
(Time for silent reflection)

...50 join me in this good news declaration:
Through Jesus Christ we are seen, saved, loved, and claimed.
This is the good news of the gospel! Thanks be to God. Amen.



*THE PEACE

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE  Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,

forgive our foolish ways;

reclothe us in our rightful mind,

in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

SCRIPTURE READING
Colossians 3:1-4
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Canticle for Easter Day

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 28:1-10
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Alive In the World
*SONG OF FAITH In the Bulb There Is a Flower

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
| believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
It sounds like welcome
and feels like home.
It sounds like laughter
and feels like mercy.
It sounds like love
and feels like a seat at the table,
so | believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
| have seen it alive in the world.

And even when my heart aches,
even when wars rage,

even when mercy feels out of reach,
| remember the one

who welcomed the children and led with nonviolence.

| remember the one who
cared for the vulnerable
and inspired those around him.

| remember that the good news really is good news,

for | have seen it alive in the world.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Hymnal, No. 169

Page No. 957

Patti Drennan

Page No. 811

Tracy L. Evans

Hymnal, No. 250



SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*DOXOLOGY Give Thanks Hymnal, No. 647
Give thanks with a grateful heart;
give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks because we're given Jesus Christ, the Son. (Repeat)

And now let the weak say, "We are strong';
let the poor say, "We are rich
because of what the Lord has done for us!" (Repeat)

Give thanks. Give thanks.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SEALING THE WORD—CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING

LORD'S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer
in the language and wording most familiar to you.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosannal! Hymnal, No. 248
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE All Creatures of Our God and King D. Bish
*Please rise in body or spirit.

We invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the
pastor or a member of the session. Membership in this church is a step made by profes-
sion of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church letter.

Lectionary Readings for April 12: Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-
31.

The Food & Shelter items for March are reusable water bottles and ready to eat foods.
Please place your donations in the box by the church information table.
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The good news is alive in the world. Do not be afraid. Go back to Galilee. Go back to
Galilee where it all started. Go back to Galilee and celebrate like we did at the begin-
ning when we were not afraid, when these words of liberation had not yet drawn the
trappings of imperial execution.

Here in this artwork, the crowd is celebrating. Figures are dancing and dancing and
dancing. Doves fly among the dancers, breaking borders, Holy Spirit. This throng is in
the vacant space of the empty cross. The cross here is mirroring the traditional, four-
petaled, stained-glass window design element, which has long represented the cross
in European architecture.

The crowd dancing within the cross celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, fearlessly
awaiting his arrival in Galilee. The Roman weapon of oppression, the cross, inflicts but a
pause in the steadfast and abiding ministry of revolutionary love offered by Jesus in his
public ministry. It is fitting then that we should go back to the place it began, when
fear was not such a lethal factor. God has overcome death. Hallelujah!

Around the dancing figures in Galilee, patterns of doves disperse outward. The good
news, the euaggelion, is alive in the world. Do you remember? The cross is empty, yet
full. Overcome. Go and you will find Jesus, free in the world in the faces of strangers
and neighbors.

—Hannah Garrity

Look
Study the figures in the crowd. What postures and expressions do you see?

What emotions do you feel?



