Memorial Presbyterian Church
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

3rd Sunday of Easter April 19, 2026

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
Creating God,
We meant to hold on to the joy and hope and new life vibes of Easter.
But war and rumors of war seem to have sucked all of that right out of us.
Help us to live info what we claim to believe,
That our hope and our joy rest firmly in the One who conquered death
itself
Bring us boldly into the abundant life you intend for us all.
Amen.
-Rev. Anne Russ

PRELUDE Prelude in G Major J.S.Bach

BRINGING THE LIGHT

*CALL TO WORSHIP Lucy Lanning

Lift your voices to God.
We call on the One who promises to hear us.

In life, in death, in every moment, God deals graciously with us.
We rejoice in the One who saves us.

We will break the Bread of life in thanksgiving to God.
We will lift up the Cup of salvation, drinking deeply from it.

*SONG OF PRAISE What Is This Place Hymnal, No. 404

*CONFESSION AND PARDON

We cut you to the heart, Loving God,

with the silly choices we make.

We had hoped our lives would reflect your presence,
but those around us can see how empty we are.

We had hoped our words might bring healing,

but they end up hurting those we love the most.

We had hoped to find Jesus,

but cannot see him in all those you send to us.

Oh, how foolish we are to think we can go on without your mercy, Lord
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,

you judge us impartially from the depths of your heart,

so we may be born anew by your grace,

to continue the journey into your future. Amen.

(Time for silent reflection)

This we know for certain - we are forgiven by our gracious God. This good news
never ceases to astound us!



This promise is passed on to us, so we may share it with everyone we
meet. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

*SONG OF RESPONSE Glory to God Hymnal, No. 582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

World without end, without end. Amen (x3)
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING

SCRIPTURE READING Page No. 983
| Peter 1:17-23
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
| love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore | will call on him as long as |
live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; | suf-
fered distress and anguish.
Then | called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, | pray, save my lifel”
What shall | return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?
| will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord,
| will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have
loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord.
| will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise
the Lord!

ANTHEM Stay with Us Walter Pelz

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 24:13-49 Page No. 883
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



MESSAGE On the Road Tracy L. Evans
*SONG OF FAITH Lord, | Want to Be a Christian Hymnal, No. 729

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Life in Christ is life eternal.
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign
that God will consummate the work
of creation and reconciliation beyond death
and bring to fulfillment
the new life begun in Christ.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.26

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal, p. 35
Please pray the Lord’s Prayer
in the language and wording most familiar to you.

THE OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ~ Hymnal, No. 609

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God, all creatures high and low.

Alleluia, alleluial

Praise God, in Jesus fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluial

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING SONG Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine Hymnal, No. 839
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE Toccata Girolamo Frescobaldi
*Please rise in body or spirit.

W e invite anyone who wishes to consider membership in this church to contact the
pastor or a member of the session. Membership in this church is a step made by profes-
sion of faith, reaffirmation of faith or transfer of church letter.

Lectionary Readings for April 26: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10.

The Food & Shelter items for April are applesauce and pudding. Please place your do-
nations in the box by the church information table.



