
The Food & Shelter item of the 
month for November is blankets, 
sweatshirts and gloves. Please 
place your donation in the box 

by the church information table. 

 

Latest News 

November 2019 

M E M O R I A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

The Norman Chapter of Parents Helping 

Parents will meet on Thursday,  Novem-

ber 14 at 7:00 PM at the Education Cen-

ter at Norman Regional Hospital, located 

at 901 North Porter in Norman.  
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Memorial Presbyterian Church  

accepts online donations through  

a partnership with the Presbyterian  

Foundation, via the Presbyterian  

Mission Exchange. Look for the  

 

“Give Now” button on our website,  

 www.memorialpres.org, or scan the QR code here. 
Recurring or one-time donations may be made by 
credit/debit card or by direct transfer from your bank 
account (EFT). We will continue to accept cash and 

checks as well. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
M e m o r i a l  M e s s e n g e r  

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heav-

en.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

I was in a store this week and I heard Christmas music playing overhead. I have grown 

accustomed to seeing all the decorations popping up in stores long before I’m ready. 

But there was something about hearing a Christmas song being played in October that 

made me pause.  

 

It doesn’t really offend me when retailers move early into their biggest selling days. I un-

derstand the need to make quarterly sales projections and business plans. We live in a 

capitalist society and it is the price (!) we pay.  

 

But it is something different when we try to rush our own seasons. We have seasons of our 

lives that we need to live into. Too often we believe that if we just “get through X” or 

“wait until next week” or “when I have a new (job/car/relationship)” things will be better. 

But only looking ahead and not living the current season takes away the opportunity for 

growth in our lives. Every season has something to teach us. Even the worst days of our 

lives—painful though they may be—can bring insight and a deeper sense of God’s pres-

ence. God seeks out those who need God most, and finds them most often in the 

depths.  

 

Not long ago I was fortunate to go on a retreat where I learned, played and rested. This 

time allowed me to reflect on this particular season of my life, especially as it relates to 

care for my loved ones. I recognized my need to appreciate the time/season I am in 

and learn from it. It has its own value, beyond just something I wish would go away.  

 

There is a short prayer that I would like to share with you as you go through your seasons:  

Christ of Compassion – lead me on this journey. 

Living God of Love – draw me near to your heart. 

Gentle, Holy Spirit—comfort me, sustain me. 

 

May you find blessings on your journey, 

 

Tracy 



Clerk’s Corner 

 

The session of Memorial Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 

7PM.  The following actions were taken: 

 

(1) Session approved the request from  the Mission and Evangelism Committee to 

have 25% of the Peace and Global Witness Offering go to the Women’s 

Resource Center in Norman. 

 

(2)  Larry Upton volunteered to be the elder representative on the Presbytery      

       Coordinating Council.  We are so blessed to have elders willing to serve the   

       “larger church.”  Thank you Larry! 

 

The next meeting of session will be November 19, 2019. 

 

Respectfully, 

Joan Cole 

Clerk of Session 
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Stewardship Update 
As of September 30th. 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD 2019 Budget 
Pledges $127,350.19 $113,249.97 $151,000.00 
Other Income $18,245.36 $9,000 $12,000.00 

Total Income $145,595.55 $122,249.97 $163,000.00 

Total Expenses  $136,688.11 $148,049.82 $197,400.00 



There will be an All Saints Day service on November 3. You are invited to 

a brief remembrance service at our columbarium following worship. 

Information about inurnment will be available at that time. 

 

This weekend  November 4th at 2:00am is 
Daylight Savings Time. Be sure to set your 

clock back one hour on Saturday! 

The Worship and Music 
committee joyfully invite you to 
assist in preparing the sanctuary 

for the Christmas season. 

Joan Cole and Vince Leseney 

will be "directing the decorating” 
at 10:30  a.m. on Friday, 

November 29. All are welcome! 
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The carpet in the Parlor room has just been 
replaced thanks to the Norman Overeaters 

Anonymous group that meets on Saturday 

mornings. They generously donated the funds.  
 

 

 

 

 

USHERS AND COMMUNION SERVERS 

 

It is time to begin thinking about 2020. The new schedule will be put together 

with the 2019 ushers and communion servers. If you are currently on the list 

but need to withdraw your name, please let Charlotte know by Thanksgiving 

(360-9832).  

 

If you have not been asked to usher or serve communion but would like to, 

please contact Charlotte (360-9832) by Thanksgiving. Remember that only 

ordained elders and deacons can serve communion (but you do not have 

to be currently on session or the deacon board) and any volunteer can 

usher. Maybe some of our youth would like to usher.  

 

And as we turn to 2020, thank you for what you do for Memorial and to the 

glory of God! 
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M.Y GROUP NEWS 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH IN GRADES 6-12, here is our meeting schedule for November.  
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  You are always welcome to bring a 
friend (or two).  All meeting times are from noon-2PM unless otherwise stated. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 24 – Prepare to eat, play and find your artistic side 

 

 

 If you have any questions call or text me:  (405) 830-8389).  

 Joan Cole 
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Indian Nations Presbytery  

October 11, 2019 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, OKC 

 

Pastor Richard Mize welcomed us to newly approved historic Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, now listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. “Trinity was the first congregation of any denomination in 

Oklahoma City, if not the state, to formally integrate—in 1960. It came 

with the merger of all-black Bethany Presbyterian, formed in 1904, and 

all-white Creston Hills Presbyterian, which started in 1945.” 

 

It is with joy that I bring you news of a transitioning presbytery—a 

presbytery connecting, sharing, guiding. We had a worshipful meeting, 

led by our moderator Bobbie Heimbach, Stated Clerk Tracy Evans, and 

the members and minister at Trinity. There was no bickering or animosity 

as in meetings of the past. Business was conducted with respect. 

 

I am posting my packet on the bulletin board in the hall for anyone 

wishing to see a more complete picture.  

 

Think about attending the “Healthy Pastors Make Healthy 

Congregations” Workshop presented by Stephen McCutchan on 

Thursday, January 23, 2020.The afternoon session “will be addressed to 

pastors, along with members of congregations (especially sessions) and 

members of presbytery , which will focus on working together to create 

a two year plan designed to help pastors grow in their spiritual, physical, 

emotional, vocational and financial health.”  

The venue and cost have yet to be determined. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charlotte Lovett, Commissioner 
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Below is a celebration of my kidney transplant from one year ago today.  Thanks for your 

help in funding my transplant and praying for me. My husband and I belonged to Memorial 

from 1977 to 2000.  Our son grew up in that church. Memorial and its members hold a special 

place in our hearts. 

ONE YEAR AFTER MY KIDNEY TRANSPLANT 
October 29, 2018 to October 29, 2019 

 

 

         Randy Arrington, Donor                 Elise 
Solloway, Recipient 

       Hiking in the mountains                                                    Hiking at Boiling Springs 

 

  One year ago today . . . God blessed me beyond measure!  

God sent Randy Arrington, my former Woodward High School classmate, to give me one of his healthy 
kidneys.  We were a perfect match!  

Randy’s healthy kidney replaced the function of my two kidneys damaged by advanced Polycystic Kidney 
Disease.  This selfless and generous gift from Randy, kept me from starting dialysis, and improved my quality 
of life.   

365 days later, Randy and I are both healthy and doing well! 

I appreciate everyone’s prayers, words of encouragement, cards/calls/visits, and transportation both before and 
since my transplant.  Many thanks, too, for the donations to my transplant fund managed by the National 
Foundation for Transplants (NFT).   

The donations to NFT were utilized the first year after my transplant for medical expenses not covered by my 
health insurance policy.  These funds will also be available for the upcoming year’s post-transplant expenses 
not covered by my health insurance.   

I am thankful!  I am blessed! 

 

 

 
Elise Solloway 
2806 Blue Sage Drive 
Woodward, OK  73801 
580-254-4722 
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Here is a letter from the Dwight Mission Board of Directors.  This is a time of transition for 

Dwight Mission.  Please read the letter and feel free to share the information. 



November Worship Duty Schedule 

Head Usher:  Larry Upton 
 

November 3 
Ushers: Mike & Joan Cole 
Communion Servers: Nick Lindley, Larry Upton, Trudy Beard and Linda Eckel 
Coffee: Mike Cole & Trudy Beard 
Sound Booth: Mike Cole 
Acolyte Assistant:  Joan Cole 
Nursery Assistant: Susan Beck 
Lock-up: Doug Forsyth 

 
November 10 

Ushers: Carl & Julie Forthman  
         Coffee:  Lisa Upton & Ann Fayles 

Sound Booth: Will Farris 
Acolyte Assistant: Trudy Beard  
Nursery Assistant: Trudy Beard & Karen Girdner 
Lock-up: Mike & Joan Cole 

 
November 17 
     Ushers:  Anne & Gilbert Doh 

       Coffee:  Gladys Jangha and Linda Eckel  
        Sound Booth: Mike Girdner  
       Acolyte Assistant: Karen Girdner  
       Nursery Assistant:  Donna Vint 
       Lock-up: Charlotte Lovett 

 
  November 24 

      Ushers: Trudy Beard & Ann Fayles 
      Coffee:  Ann Forsyth & Eileen Burke   
      Sound Booth: Larry Upton  
      Acolyte Assistant: Melissa Gill  
      Nursery Assistant: Linda Eckel  
      Lock-up: Doug Forsyth 
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Known Joys and Concerns 
 
Those who seek healing 

Lola Carroll 

Sandy Clarke 

Jan Cunningham 

Laura Eckel 

Doug Forsyth 

Blair Lanning 

Judd Lanning 

Jayelle Martin 

Gary Thrailkill 

Jona Thiessen 

Devyn Upton 

Karen Upton 

Janann Yeager 

Darrell Hinson (Karen Upton’s father) 

Paul Gallagher (Karen Upton’s biological 

father) 

Carole Jo Evans (Tracy Evans’ mother) 

Jim Leseney 
 

Those who Experienced Recent Loss 

Linda Eckel and family whose husband Jim 

Eckel died October 31. 

John Beck whose mother Mary Jean died 

on August 19. 
 

Inquirer for Ministry 
 
Samuel McCann, Pittsburgh Theo. Seminary 
 
We lift up in prayer the country of Came-

roon and pray for the unrest our brothers 

and sisters are experiencing there. 
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In an effort to stay apprised of our on-
going prayer concerns, prayer requests of 
those outside the MPC family will stay on 
the concerns list for one month. Please let 

the office know if there is a need to be 
listed longer. 

 

November Birthdays 

4 Justus Rambur 

 

7 Vince Leseney  

 Jerel Williams 

 

8 Charles Baker  

 

9 Abigail Jangha 

 

10        Jennifer Eckel  

 

13 Lorraine Annoh 

 

15 David Wilson  

 

16 Sandy Clarke 

 

17 Gladys Jangha 

  

18 Lola Carroll 

 Jan Cunningham Garlett 

 Leann Williams 

 

23 Alice Lanning 

 Ben Jangha 

 

25 Josh Hudson 

M e m o r i a l  M e s s e n g e r  

November Anniversaries 
3    Tim & Georjana Mauldin 

27  Jim & Linda Rodriguez  
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M e m o r i a l  M e s s e n g e r  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 2 

 

3 

10:55 a.m.  

Memorial 
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

 

4 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

5 

 

6 

3:00 p.m. Kids 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. Chancel  

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

10:55 a.m. 
Memorial 
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

 

11 

6:30 p.m. Worship 
& Music 
Committee  
meeting 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

12 

7:00 p.m. Session 
Meeting 

13 

3:00 p.m. Kids 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

1:00 p.m. Project 
Outreach 

17 

10:55 a.m. 
Memorial 
Worship Service 

12:00 p.m 
Thanksgiving 
Potluck 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

5:30 p.m. 
Stewardship  

18 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

19 

 

20 

3:00 p.m. Kids 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 24 

10:55 a.m. 
Memorial 
Worship Service 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

 

25 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

26 

 

27 

6:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

28 29 

10:30 a.m.  

Decorate the 
Santuary 

30 

November 2019 


