
The Food & Shelter item of the month for     
October is   cereal. Please place your dona-
tion in the box by the church information ta-

ble. 
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The Norman Chapter of Parents 

Helping Parents will meet on Thurs-

day, October 11th at 7:00 PM at 

the Education Center at Norman 

Regional Hospital, located at 901 

North Porter in Norman.  
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Memorial Presbyterian Church  

accepts online donations through  

a partnership with the Presbyterian  

Foundation, via the Presbyterian  

Mission Exchange. Look for the  

 

“Give Now” button on our website,  

 www.memorialpres.org, or scan the QR code here. 
Recurring or one-time donations may be made by 
credit/debit card or by direct transfer from your bank 
account (EFT). We will continue to accept cash and 

checks as well. 



Dear Friends,  

 
What a great month we have in store for our congregation and community!  
 

One of my favorite Sundays is this coming one—World Communion! The worship com-

mittee has been hard at work to bring a special worship experience as we celebrate 

our sisters and brothers around the world. Global music, a reminder of our baptism, 

communion breads from around the world (served in the pews), and beautiful banners 

and décor reminding us that our world is a big and beautiful place.  
 

Following worship, we will have a potluck. It’s been too long since we’ve had one, so 

I’m looking forward to joining in a meal with you all! Bring a food from another culture 

(or one that you just like). It’s a true potluck with no sign-up sheet. All are welcome, 

whether you bring food or not! 
 

The following Sunday, October 14, we will host a panel on hunger. This will be an in-

formative session as we learn what it means to go hungry, and to understand what is 

being done to work to solve it in Norman. More info is on the flier elsewhere in The Mes-

senger. This would be a great time to invite friends.  
 

Saturday, October 20, from 8:00 to 11:00 am we will spend a few hours at Fall Clean-up. 

Come give a bit of your time (even if it’s just 30 minutes) to spruce up the facility. Fellow-

ship and Hospitality will provide breakfast goodies.  
 

The next day, you are invited to join in the CROP walk for hunger. Adults can join the 

youth (it’s not just a youth event) as we put our feet to work in fighting a pervasive issue. 

If you’re not able to walk, please consider making a donation to those who are.   
 

And just around the corner, November 2-3, the Synod of the Sun will be meeting in NOR-

MAN. This is really new thing for our synod, and I’m excited to have the four-state synod 

gathering so close. You may attend the entire event for $75 (see the flier) or if you’d ra-

ther just see what it’s all about, you can attend worship on Friday at 5:30 for no charge. 

Come see what our church is doing in our area of the country.  
 

Busy month, right? As I look at all the opportunities, I see such variety! There are ways to 

worship, to serve in the church, to learn and to help our community.  

I hope you will join your brothers and sisters at Memorial at some, if not all, of these won-

derful opportunities.  

 

Grace and peace, 

Tracy 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Clerk’s Corner 

 

Session met September 18, 2018 at 7PM at the church.  Session took the following actions: 

 1.  Approved the recommendation of the Permanent Endowment Fund to spend 

$200 to be an official sponsor of Norman’s Crop Walk.  The name of our church will be on 

the back of this year’s T-shirt. 

 2.  Approved the recommendation of the Permanent Endowment Fund to place 

$293.90 in the Seminary Student Fund to replace funds used to pay for Samuel McCann’s 

trip to Oklahoma. 

 3.  Building and Grounds Committee informed session of a dramatic change to our 

church’s insurance this year.  After discussion of risk, session approved going with the 

option of a supplemental insurance policy that would reduce our deductible to $5,000.  

The net effect of having both our primary and secondary insurance is an increase of $1800 

for a year. 

 

The next meeting of session will be October 16 at 7PM at the church 

 

Respectfully submitted  

Joan Cole 

Clerk of Session 
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Stewardship Update 
September 1 to September 30, 2018 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD 2018 Budget 
Pledges $126,511.68 $118,125.00 $157,000.00 
Other Income $5,705.94 $4,499.91 $6,000.00 

Total Income $132,217.62 $122,624.91 $163,500.00 

Total Expenses  $137,191.36 $139,409.55 $185,881.00 



BEHIND THE SCENES 

Most of us are familiar with the term “movers and shakers.” Some may 

even be movers and shakers.  One Memorial mover and shaker has 

been especially busy--- serving on the session, chairing the Mission and 

Evangelism Committee, organizing Memorial’s part in the upcoming 

Crop Walk and working to set up the October 14 Speaker Panel on 

Hunger. She also attended the 2018 General Assembly as a principal 

commissioner from Indian Nations Presbytery. Thanks be to God for 

Melissa Gill and all she does for Memorial and for this community and for 

the presbytery! 

World Communion is always a 

special service at Memorial. This 

year October 7 will be no 

exception. The Worship and Music 

Committee is preparing the World 

Communion service, spearheaded 

by Lucy Lanning. Thanks to Lucy for 

her work toward this service of worship. And thanks be to God for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ the world over who will also be celebrating 

God’s gifts!  

 

Following worship on October 7th we will be 

having an international potluck. You are invited 

to bring food from many cultures 
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The Mission and Evangelism Committee is looking for some good folks to 

join to help us out with: Crop Walk; collecting Christmas presents for 

Women's Resource Center; collecting and transporting food to Food 

and Shelter; Special PCUSA offerings; Box Tops for Kennedy School; etc., 

etc.   

If you would rather work on one or more individual projects, that's great, 

too. Just let us know. 

 

Melissa Gill, Chair 

Jo Beth Bailey, Emily Ryther, Members 

 

 

Come join us Saturday, 

October 20, from 8:00 to 11:00 
am we will spend a few hours 

at Fall Clean-up.  
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M.Y. (Memorial Youth) GROUP NEWS 

OCTOBER 2018 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH IN GRADES 6-12, here are the upcoming events for the month 
of October.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.  You are always welcome to 
bring a friend (or two).  All meeting times are 12:30PM – 2PM. 

 

October 13 – Scavenger Hunt 

 

October 28 – Mystery Event 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH QUAKE – Grades 5-8 – Nov 16-18 

Where:  Central Christian Camp in Guthrie, OK 

Cost:  $75 (scholarships are available) 

ATTN PARENTS – I MUST know by Sunday, Oct 7 if your youth is planning to attend 

 

If you are willing to provide lunch for the youth, please contact me.  Both October 
dates are available. 

 

Can’t wait to see you.  If you have any questions call or text me:  (405) 830-8389).  

 Joan Cole 
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October Worship Duty Schedule 

Head Usher:  Mike Cole 
October 7 

Ushers:  
Communion Servers: Nick Lindley, Eileen Burke, Bre Upton, and Lucy Lanning  
Coffee: Linda Eckel 
Sound Booth: Larry Upton 
Acolyte Assistant:  Lisa Upton 
Nursery Assistant: Karen Upton 
Lock-up:  Loreen Upton 

 
October 14 

Ushers: Melissa Gill and Linda Eckel 
         Coffee: Ann Forsyth and Eileen Burke  

Sound Booth: Tim Thiessen  
Acolyte Assistant: Joan Cole 
Nursery Assistant: Joan Cole  
Lock-up: Trudy Beard 

 
October 21 

Ushers:  Will and Jessica Farris 
Coffee:  Loreen and Breanna Upton   
Sound Booth: Karen Upton  
Acolyte Assistant: Trudy Beard     
Nursery Assistant: Susan Beck  
Lock-up: Mike & Joan Cole 

 
  October 28 

      Ushers: Karen and Paul Upton 
      Coffee:  Mike Cole and Trudy Beard  
      Sound Booth: Mike Cole   
      Acolyte Assistant: Karen Girdner  
      Nursery Assistant: Trudy Beard and Karen Girdner    
      Lock-up: Charlotte Lovett  
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Known Joys and Concerns 
 

Those who seek healing 

Lola Carroll 

Sandy Clarke 

Jim Eckel 

Laura Eckel 

Doug Forsyth 

Loreen Upton 

Harry Wright 

Darrell Hinson (Karen Upton’s father) 

Jan Ferguson (friend of Georjana Mauldin) 

Wilhemina Ngunyah 

Alice Lanning 

 
Those who Experienced Recent Loss 

 

Joys 

Cassie and Nathan DeClaire who welcomed 

Ophelia Faye into the world on July 23. 

Proud sisters are Arabella and Odette. 

 
Seminary Student 
 
Samuel McCann, Pittsburgh Theo. Seminary 
 
We lift up in prayer the country of Came-

roon and pray for the unrest our brothers 

and sisters are experiencing there. 
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In an effort to stay apprised of our on-
going prayer concerns, prayer requests of 
those outside the MPC family will stay on 
the concerns list for one month. Please let 

the office know if there is a need to be 
listed longer. 

 

September Birthdays 
1 Adrien (AJ) Roesel  

3 David Paulson   

9 Kevin Eckel 

11 Christy Fisher  

12 Trudy Beard  

            Amanda Bliss 

13 Joe Garlett 

15 Holly (Forsyth) McClure 

 Jimmy Rambur 

16 Tracy Evans  

 Aidyn Pennington 

17 Bill Taylor   

18 Tim Thiessen  

19 Leilund Autry  

22 Erica Phelps 

23 Caitlin Stensrud  

28 Harry Wright 

M e m o r i a l  M e s s e n g e r  

October Anniversaries 
 10 Mike & Trudy Beard  

11 Daniel & Michele Schaub  
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M e m o r i a l  M e s s e n g e r  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

4 5 

Meeting of 
Indian Nations 
Presbytery in 
Ada 

6 

 

7 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

8 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

9   

6:00 p.m Mission 
& Evangelism 
Meeting 

10 

3:00 p.m. Kids’ 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

5:30 p.m.  
Hunger Panel 

15 

6:00 p.m. 
Worship 
Committee 
Metting 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

 

16 

7:00 p.m Session 
Meeting 

17 

3:00 p.m. Kids’ 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

8:00 A.M. Fall 
Clean-Up 

21 12:00 p.m. 
Deacons   

5:30 p.m. 
Stewardship  

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

2:00 p.m. Crop 
Walk  

22 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

23 

7:00 p.m Session 
Meeting 

24 

3:00 p.m. Kids’ 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 28 

4:00 p.m. UCC 
Worship Service 

29 

6:00 p.m 
Worship 
Committee 
meeting 

7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts 

30 

 

31 

3:00 p.m. Kids’ 
Club 

5:00 p.m. 
Children’s Choir 

6:30 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 

   

October 2018 


