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Faith Itoe ð Ngonge was born August 11 weighing 7lbs 1 oz. to Don        

Pedro & Roseline Itoe -Ngonge and joined her siblings Chester, Gina 

&  Karl. 

Kaleigh Elyse Jones was born on August 16 at 5:41pm, weighing 8 

lbs.4 ozs., and was 20 inches long. Parents are  Anthony &  Katie. The 

grand  parents are Mike & Trudy Beard.  

 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAM BEGINS FALL SEMESTER ON SEPTEMBER 8é..  

Choirs, LOGOS, Adult Bible Study and Wednesday Dinner will meet on  

Wednesdays throughout the fall.  The entire program  begins on Wednesday, September 

8,  so plan to come and enjoy opportunities for fellowship, service and learning.  

 

Our Adult bells will be playing on September 19.  
 

 

 

 Our childrenõs choirs will be singing in worship on September 26.  

  

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERé..Starts on Wednesday, September 8.   Note a change in 

meal prices:  children (up to 12 years) $2.00, adults (13 years and up) $3.50. College stu-

dents eat free!  There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  If you 

plan to join us for dinner, please sign -up so the kitchen crew will be able to prepare 

enough for everyone.  We can also prepare take -out meals; just write (To) next to your 

name and the kitchen crew will have it ready for you.  Watch in Sundayõs bulletin for the 

Wednesday Night Meal.  Everyone is welcome!  Come join us for the best home -cooked 

meal and fellowship in Norman!  
 

BIBLE TO BE PRESENTED TO SECOND GRADER ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 

12é..Ashu Abunaw will receive a Bible and a Faith Chest during the worship service on 

September 12.  May God bless him as he grows in his ability to hear Godõs voice through 

the scriptures.  
 

GRACE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW BEING RECEIVEDé.. All Memorial 

members and staff members involved in a post high school education program are  

eligible to receive a Grace Scholarship.  As the word ògraceó suggests, the scholarship is 

not based on merit, but on a recipientõs willingness to simply receive a gift which is of-

fered.  Application forms are available on the church information table.  Applications are 

due back by September 12 in the church office.  

 

FALL CLEANUP DAY TO BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 25é.Come as early as 8:00 A.M. (or 

whenever you can come) õtil 12:00 P.M. and help spruce up the church!  There 

will surely be something on the òto doó list that will fit your talents, so come ready 

to work!  Breakfast will be provided.   
 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95101004


 
 

 

 

 COMING IN OCTOBERᶫMARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

 

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2010ð PEACEMAKING OFFERING BEGINS 

òCelebrate Christ, Our Peace ó 

                             World Communion Sunday always means special worship, so donõt 

                             miss it!  Christians around the world celebrate our unity in Christ. We  

                            will be collecting the 2010 Peacemaking Offering (more than $2  

                            million given churchwide in 2009), which is one of 4 churchwide  

offerings in which Memorial participates.   25% is distributed by Memorial, 25% goes 

to presbytery and synod  missions, and 50% is allocated to General Assembly minis-

tries.  The Peacemaking Program sponsors educational efforts to fight HIV/AIDS, 

study trips to strengthen partnerships between churches, and interfaith groups work-

ing for peace as in the Middle East.  Whenever we open our hearts and lives by 

building relationships with one another or by caring for Godõs creation, we celebrate 

Christ, our peace.  Pray for peace, give generously, and make a difference for 

peace in our world.      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROP WALK TO BE HELD SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 10 AT 2:00 P.Mé.. 

   The congregation is invited to participate in this annual event  

    In which walkers gather at Food and Shelter for Friends to  

   begin a òwalk for hunger and health.ó  Money collected  

   from those sponsoring walkers goes partly to Food and  

   Shelter for Friends and partly to the work of Church World  

   Service. Church World Service works with agencies in more   

   than 70 countries, sponsoring programs in agriculture, animal  

   husbandry, water resources development, family and  

   community health care, vocational training, disaster  

 response and emergency assistance, and many more.   
 

CROP WALK SIDEWALK CHALK ART CONTESTéfor kids and families will be help Saturday, 

September 18th, 9 a.m. Santa Fe Depot, 200 S. Jones.  Prizes will be awarded and Momõs 

Prize Drawing. CROP WALK: A fun family time where lessons in caring are learned.  

 
 

The staff and the Worship and Music Committee ... are planning a Worship Workshop  on 

Sunday, October 24 th.  Join us for lunch and attend several workshops to prepare yourself 

for worship leadership at Memorial.   Activities will include Acolyte Training, Reading Scrip-

ture, Greeting and Ushering, Contemporary Music, and others (your suggestions are wel-

comed).   Activities will be for a range of ages, and we will       provide care for children in 

kindergarten and younger.   Save the date now, and watch for more information to 

come.  

REMINDERñOCTOBER IS DESIGNATED AS òTITHINGó MONTH..During the month of October, 

Memorial members are invited to consider giving 10% of their income to the ministry of 

the church.  Extra contributions may be given to the operating budget, or designated to 

the Peacemaking Offering, the capital improvement fund, or to another fund of oneõs 

choice.  Those who are already tithing are encouraged to consider increasing their Octo-

ber giving by one or more percentage points.  We are inviting everyone to live out the 

principle that òyou canõt out give God!ó 

http://mightywindumc.net/clientimages/39678/cropwalksign.jpg
http://www.bu.edu/chapel/images/2008CROPposter.gif


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                              

  

 

 

 

 

Our summer vacation included a daytime cruise out from Boston Harbor to the small  

 islands that ring its edges.  We were blessed with brilliant blue sky, enough sun to pump 

up our vitamin D levels, temperatures around 80 degrees, and sea air that felt clean 

and crisp - Aaaah!  All conditions that matched Boston Harbor itself, but the harbor 

hadnõt always been that way ð 20 years ago Bostonõs Harbor, including the lovely  

islands we visited, was a giant garbage dump with greasy, toxic water that hardly  

supported any sea life.  What a turn -around from death to new life ð sea birds diving 

into the cold, clean water, lobstermen checking their pots, sailboats crisscrossing the 

waters along with the cargo ships, and kayakers slipping through marshy  

wetlands.  This remarkable renewal occurred through sustained citizen efforts and  

commitment to healthier ecosystems that could co -exist with human activities.  To me, 

that shows Godõs hand at work!     

    

 I felt a similar sense of rejuvenation while immersed in worship planned and led by the 

youth of Memorial as I returned from vacation and re -entered my pastorõs life.  The  

music, the message, the prayers all gave glory to God, which is the purpose of worship.  

Thanks to Molly and each of our youth who take part in worship leadership.  Letõs do 

more such joyful and powerful worship!  

 

Peace to you as we enter a new year of learning and service as the body of Christ,  

 

Deborah   



                                                               
 
     THE MISSION STUDY TASK FORCE  
 
 This past month, the Mission Study Task Force, in coordination with the Deacons, hosted a series of home 
meetings at which members of the congregation were asked to complete a ñWorldview Survey,ò answer three ques-
tions about their lives with Memorial, and discuss with each other their hopes for our church.  Weôve scored the sur-
veys,  and weôd like to let the congregation know what weôve discovered.  The survey divides its results into four cate-
gories.  These categories are based on the work of literary critic Northrop Frye, who divided Western literature into 
comedy, romance, tragedy, and irony.  James Hopewell, the author of the survey many of you completed, converted 
Fryeôs idea into a ñmapò of theological ideas that might be used to guide  
congregations.  He re-named the four categories:  Gnostic (comedy), Charismatic (romance), Canonic (tragedy), and 
Empiric (irony).  If we look at how each of the four worldviews might respond to the same scripture, we can get an idea 
of how each one looks at religion, spirituality, and God as a whole. 
 Letôs use the scripture that the Mission Study Task Force has been discussing as our  
congregational story at this point in Memorialôs journey.  Matthew 9: 35-38 says: ñAnd Jesus went throughout all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and help-
less, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
38therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 
 Upon reading this, someone with a Gnostic view might say, ñWhat is the role of the less  
fortunate in Godôs big picture?  How can we react to Jesusô request in a way that might bring us closer to knowing 
Godôs plan and our place in the universe?  How are we connected with those who need our help in the bigger fabric of 
our lives together?  Letôs meditate on this.ò 
 A reader with a Charismatic view might read this and think, ñBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven.  Like Jesus, I feel so much compassion for people who are  
hurting.  Through Godôs power, I could find a way to be a blessing to someone who needs it.  Iôm going to pray for God 
to speak to me and show me the way to proceed.ò 
 If one has a Canonic view, this passage might bring out a response like this, ñThe Bible tells us that whatso-
ever we do unto the least of our brothers, so we are doing unto Christ.  Working for God by helping others is the right 
thing to do, and we should follow the teachings of scripture so that our actions will reflect Godôs word.  The world is in 
dire need of righteousness, and we have to obey Godôs commandments if things are going to be put right.ò 
 An Empiric reader could interpret the passage in this way, ñThe world can be such an  
upsetting and chaotic place.  Sometimes, justice and love are so hard to find.  If we could work  
Together as a congregation, I think we could really make a difference, at least in our community.  We really do need 
workers.  If things are going to get better, we have to get feet on the ground and hands in the field.  Iôve seen other 
people make a difference.  We should try to do it, too.ò 
 As you can see, each view has valid points, and you may recognize your thoughts in more than one of the 
descriptions.  When we scored all of the surveys, we found that the congregation of Memorial was distributed as fol-
lows: 

Gnostic Worldview (comic) ï 5.6% 
Charismatic Worldview (romantic) ï 21.1% 
Canonic Worldview (tragic) ï 22.5% 
Empiric Worldview (ironic) ï 50.7% 

 These results tell us several things.  First, there is room at Memorial for everyone.  We all scored somewhat 
differently on the survey, yet we are able to work together for the betterment of our church community.  Second, we are 
a congregation that believes in Godôs transforming power and in the power of prayer.  We can find blessings in unex-
pected places, and we are open to hearing Godôs will in our personal lives.  Also, we are a congregation that looks to 
the Bible as a source of wisdom and guidance in our lives.  We do acknowledge Godôs authority and the power of sal-
vation through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  In addition, we are a practical congregation.  We know our strengths, and 
we know our weaknesses.  We see the needs of our congregation and the needs of our community, and we look for 
realistic ways in which we can be of service to both.  Finally, while we value tradition, we are open to many different 
ideas and ways of doing things, and we value the community of friends and family that we have at Memorial. 
 This survey is only one piece of data in the Mission Study Task Forceôs work.  We will also be using the index 
cards, the notes from the home meeting discussions, and the conversations that we have with congregation members 
as we go through our church lives together.  We are on track and on schedule, and we would like to thank everyone 
who participated in the survey.   
Memorial is your church, and your voice should have a place in its direction.  Look for a short update on our progress 
during the September 12th worship service.   
Blessings until then. The Mission Study Task Force 
      



BUDGET AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MESSAGE TO CONGREGATION 

 

After reviewing the July, 2010 Income and Expense Reconciliation the 

committee noted that Net Expenses continue to exceed Net  

Revenue, and that Net Revenue continues to come in significantly 

lower than budget.  If the current trends continue, we will end the 

year $12,000 to $15,000 in the red and $20,000 to $25,000 under 

budget.  

 

Upon presenting this information to the Session at its regular Tuesday, 

August 24 th meeting the session approved the borrowing of up to 

$6,000 of non -operating church funds through October, if necessary, 

to meet expenses during that period.  In the meantime, the Session 

has directed the Church Treasurer and the Budget and Stewardship 

Committee to explain to the congregation our current budgetary 

and cash flow problems.  This message is the first step in that process. 

There will also be message (s) in the near future during Sunday Morn-

ing Services from either Treasurer Mike Cole, or Budget and Steward-

ship Committee Chairman Jim Rodriguez, or both.  

 

Members who are behind in current pledging should attempt to  

become current as soon as possible.  Members who feel led to give 

additional offerings at this time, are encouraged to do so. As always, 

your contributions and support of the church are greatly  

appreciated. We understand these are difficult times financially for 

many.  

 

The Session will monitor the offerings and expenses very closely during 

the remainder of the year.  Every attempt will be made to minimize 

any borrowing of church funds.  The Session is also exploring possible 

non -borrowing solutions to fill the expected shortfall in operating 

funds.  

 

Please prayerfully consider what role you could play in helping the 

church through this difficult time.  

 

Jim Rodriguez  

Chairman, Budget and Stewardship Committee  
 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

Mission and Evangelism Committee  
 

The Mission and Evangelism Committee  é is looking at ways to make our building 

more welcoming. Some ideas include more signage both inside and out, an infor-

mation rack in the Narthex, and cleaning out the alcove by the east entrance. We 

are also discussing having greeters on Sunday mornings at the Fellowship Hall en-

trance and maybe in the front parking lot. Several members have visited churches 

that provide this service and were favorably impressed.  If you are willing to be a 

greeter on Sunday mornings, please contact Susan Beck (deacon in -charge of re-

cruiting greeters) or any Mission and Evangelism committee member.  A handshake 

and a smile are part of the friendliness of Memorial. Won't you help continue this 

legacy?  

 

    If you have any ideas for making us more welcoming, or if you would like to be a 

greeter, please contact Carolyn Montgomery, John Beck, Eileen Burke, Janice 

Crump, Bob or Sandy Clarke, Dave Iske, Molly Rambur, Pastor Deb Meinke, or Char-

lotte Lovett.  

  
Food for Thoughté 
 

     Please be aware of people in the Narthex during worship and respect their de-

sire to be a part of the worship service.  

 

     How would the community perceive Memorial if the  front  parking lot was full 

every Sunday?  
 

 The Clerkõs Corner 

Session met on July 27 th for a regular meeting of Session.  Session approved Justin 

Wrightõs Eagle Scout project that consists of installing a new swing set in our play-

ground as well as re -doing the safety material.  Work is currently underway and is 

estimated to complete on or around Sep 3 rd.  Did you know that the Mission and 

Evangelism committee is òauditingó our church by walking around and making 

note of opportunities to improve the welcoming feeling when entering our church.  

If you have suggestions on how to improve the welcoming feel and spirit of our 

church please contact Carolyn Montgomery or John Beck.  Did you know that the 

Worship and Music Committee will be meeting on Sep 19 th immediately following 

worship to plan World Communion Sunday?  If youõre interested in helping plan 

that service please contact Charlotte Lovett or Joan Cole.  Did you know that Rev 

Meinke will be leading a group of our youth through a confirmation class that be-

gins after Labor Day and will culminate on Easter Sunday when this group of youth 

will become members of our church?  Please pray for this group of young people 

and their leaders.  

 

There was a special meeting of Session called on August 22 for the purpose of ap-

proving the hiring of a second Logos assistant.  Session approved the recommen-

dation from the Christian Education committee to hire Clare Burke.  Clare is a Junior 

at the University of Oklahoma and calls Tulsa her home.  Please take the time to 

meet Clare either on a Wed night or when you see her on Sunday mornings..  

 

 



 
 

 
 **** ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUP **** 

2010 Schedule of Luncheons  

Luncheons will usually be held at 11:30 A.M. on the third Thursday of each month.  

    September 16   Cheddars  

    October 21    Tarahumaraõs Mexican cafe 

    November 18   Souper Salads  

    December 16   Saltgrass Steakhouse  

 

***** TAPESTRY CRAFT GROUP AND PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY *****   
 

TAPESTRY, the new òprayer shawló ministry at Memorial, will meet on Monday,  
September 13, at 7 PM in the library at the Church.  The ministry has begun to  
accumulate a supply of shawls and lap robes that are prepared by hand and are 
blessed with prayer and will be given to people in crisis.  Several shawls have already 
been given out.  Please, let the church office know if you are aware of someone who 
would benefit from a gift of this type.  Also, everyone is welcome  to attend this meeting 
that features fellowship, fun and food.  Hand work is not a requirement.  Please contact 
Loreen Upton, Donna Wright, or Joan Thrailkill for more information.  
 
                          September 13  - Host : Joan Thrailkill  
                          October 11    - Host: Donna Wright  
                          November 8    - Host: Open  

                                December 13   - Host: Open  
 

 THE (PRESBYTERIAN) URBAN MISSION ITEM FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER... 

The (Presbyterian) Urban Mission needs hygiene supplies, especially ð bars of soap, 

toothpaste & shampoo. The items can be left around the pulpit.  For information 

call Peggy at 946 -1556. 
 

Å    ñHe who labors as he prays lifts his heart to God with his hands.ò    ðSt. Bernard of Clairvaux 

 

¶ ñReal success is finding your lifework in the work that you love.ò            ðDavid McCullough 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

BEYOND THE WALLS  
Compiled by Barbara A. Robinson  

  

 

 

 

 

      
òéobserve his commandments all the days of your life and his norms that I teach you to-

day. So also for your childrenõs children that they may live longéIf you do this you will be 

well and you will multiply in this land flowing with milk and honey, that Yahweh, the God of 

your fathers, promised you.ó Deuteronomy  6:1,2. 

Among the new leaders elected at the recent United General Council of the World Com-

munion of Reformed Churches was the Rev. Allen Nafuki, a Presbyterian from the tiny South 

Pacific island of Vanuatu .   Nearly 35 percent   of the 220,000 Vanuatuans who inhabit the 

83 islands of the coast of Australia that   comprise are Presbyterians ñprobably the highest 

per capita concentration of Presbyterians in the world. Score one for the little guys! òNow, 

after 62 years of independence as a church it will have a say on a world -wide basis.ó 

 Responding to an overture from the Presbytery of Elizabeth, the General Assem-

bly  affirmed the work of the Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association as an 

early, effective, and continuing model of social networking and effective way to multiply 

gifts; and voted that an extra commitment opportunity fund account be earmarked to 

provide   salary and support for the position of Executive Director of PHEWA.  

The Bible studies 2010-2011 Journey Through Revelation begins in September. òéRevelation 

is a book of hope that sustains those who are oppressedé.In a time when all creation 

stands at a turning point, Revelation can help   guide the choices we make as we seek to 

live into the renewal that God promises for our world.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2010 is the thirtieth anniversary of the Presbyterian Program and the Peacemaking Offering. 

This year as we are making the emphasis on peacemaking across the church we remember 

the peacemakers of years past and the denomination as a whole. This is a part of   our calling 

as followers of Christ, who not only taught us the ways of peace but is our peace. The theme 

for the 2010 Offering is òCelebrate Christ, Our Peace.ó   Our offering is to be taken on October 

3, 2010. 

The church library has many books for us to use ñin the room or for us in the home. Come see 

and explore!  

Barbara A. Robinson  



Wanted  

 

 WANTED: Choir members ñ whereabouts unknown  

 LAST SEEN: Hiding out in the congregation  

 DESCRIPTION: Male and female, young and old, musical and cheerful, may be  

  armed and desperate for a robe  

 REWARD: òGive and you shall receive.ó 

 SURRENDER TO: Your friendly choir director  
 

***  
 

The beginnings of Sunday school  
 

 Englishman Robert Raikes, born in 1735, was a Christian layman who was pained to 

see unschooled children working six days a week in factories or mines. On Sundays,  

children roamed the streets, often getting into trouble. Most didnõt know how to read or 

write and knew nothing about Christ or the church.  

 As Raikes labored to reform Englandõs prison system, he noticed that many children 

were imprisoned, stirring him to action on their behalf. He arranged for halls and homes to 

be used for educational purposes on Sundays, the one day children didnõt have to work. 

He found volunteers to teach reading, writing and math, as well as the Bible and Christian 

beliefs.  

 The first Sunday school class was held in July 1780. Amazingly, by 1788 some 250,000 

children were attending such schools. This occurred despite some peopleõs opposition to 

the education of lower -class children.  

 Countless boys and girls have attended Sunday school classes since then, thanks to 

Raikes, who brought Christõs light and love to children around the world. 

***  
 

Labor Day thoughts  

 

 On this Labor Day weekend, itõs hard not to think about how unemployment has af-

fected many people in our communities and churches. Congregations with  

unemployed members have a calling to help however they can.  

 Some churches provide job fairs; some have regular meetings to help unemployed 

people cope. Some churches provide food and other necessities. Those who can should 

hire an unemployed brother or sister in Christ at a fair wage. The entire congregation 

should pray regularly for unemployed people.  

 Christians whoõve lost their jobs should know they still have work to do. The church 

always needs volunteers, and unemployed people can serve the Lord and help the 

churchõs mission. 

 Charles Wesley made every Christianõs òworkó clear in his hymn òA Charge to Keep I 

Haveó: 
 

 A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,  

 A never -dying soul to save and fit it for the sky,  

 To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;  

 O may it all my powers engage to do my Masterõs will! 
 

***  
 

Perspective  

 

 Just as one personõs junk is another personõs treasure; 

 So, one personõs work is another personõs pleasure. 

ñPeggy Ferrell  
 

***  



     
 
 
 

  
    

 

           

 

      

           Bible Quiz  

     

The 12 men in Jesusõ inner circle of followers 

had a variety of backgrounds, but most of 

their occupations are unknown. Which combi-

nation of jobs listed below correctly matches 

two of Jesusõ disciples? 

 

A. Fisherman and Doctor  

B. Fisherman and Tax Collector  

C. Carpenter and Tax Collector  

D. Fisherman and Farmer  
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!.... or not  
      

    We keep a very special file 

     On every sir and miss 

     And now, weôre asking for your help 

     On one thing, and itôs this: 
 

     If we donôt have your birthday date 

     We donôt know what to do 

     You wonôt be in the Messenger 

     Thatôs mailed each month to you. 
 

     We canôt send you a birthday card 

     Perhaps a birthday call 

     Or sing (off key!) the birthday song 

     Or wish you well at all. 
 

     If you tell Elaine sheôll put you on 

     Her special ñbirthday pageò 

    Then tell us all when itôs ñyour dayò 

     But she wonôt tell your age! 

 

 

Answer: B (See Matthew 4:18 and 10:3.)  

       
September  Birthdays  
 

09/01 Larry Upton 

09/04 Trisha Bunce 

09/08 Jona Thiessen 

09/10 Donna (Vint) Wright 

09/13 Juliet Dillon 

09/14 Mike Cole 

09/15 Rebecca Cole 

09/17 Kathy Kelley  

09/20 Mariolise Sama 

09/21 Max Chard 

09/28 Lucy Lanning  

09/29 Cynthia Robb 

09/30 Susan Beck 

September Anniversaries  
 

   09/01 David & Deb Meinke 
   09/02 Bob & Ann Killins 
   09/23 Russel & Elaine Miller 

SEPTEMBER  



 


